" the DBsthouse's sur-
faces with inset doors
and a projected window
wall {opening into a

rowing tank] to give
ithee baslding heft amid
& tosne-amd -tilke neighe-
et gt b beling?s.
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With a deft use of form and materials, VJAA tucked

the daylight-filled PORTER BOATHOUSE

amid

1andsome older neighbors

By Mancy Levinson

owing is the oldest sport at the
University of Wisconsin at Madison,
and one of the most illustrious In the
past century, the school's varsity crews
have won dozens of intercollegiate titles, and
Wisconsin rowers were part of every ULS. men's
and wormnen's Olympic team from 1968 through
2000, This competitive record is  especially
rermatkable given that for decades the university's
rowers trained in a tacility that all agree was

egregiously inadequate: a one-story concrete
boat-storage structure built in 1967 to replace a
grand but dilapidated Shingle Style boathouse
from the early 1900s MNever commodious, the
structure was dated almaost right away, when in
the early "7k two women's coows maore than dou-
bled the program’s size. “The old building was

e ol A F o

dark, dank, and wery crowded,” wecalls Chris
Clark, head coach of the men's team. Tt was
more like a bunker than a boat house.”

Today, memaories of the tunker are
fading fast: This spring, the rowing program
moved into the $8 56 million, 52 M0-square-
foot, up-to-the-minute Porter Boathouse, Designed by Vincent James
Assodiates Architects (VIAA] of Minneapaolis with KEE Architects of
Madison, the new structure is as sleek and elegant as a racing shell, with
a no-nonsense program dedicated to storing boats and training rowers.
Almost the entive 17,000-square - foot ground tloor is taken up by a high-
crilinged space that can house more than 200 shells (ranging in length
from 28 to 57 teet), as well as all the accoutrements of the sport (hun-
dreds of oars, outriggers, boat slings, etc.). From this space, six
garage-style doors open onto a poured-concrete apron and the shores of
Lake Mendaota. On the secomd floor are coaches’ offices and team locker
rooms, as well as a small lounge and a lobhy where memento-packed
display cases comprise a hall of fame of Wisconsin rowing. The most
cya:-catching space 15 the one that contains twe moving- water,
adjustable-current rowing tanks—valuable equipment in Madison,

1 Parkirg
2 Entry
A demig

4 Boar-Lerady aproor

Martep Levinsanr, o picorD aortrlngtueg sdifon, Tves or Bostair,

whiere the lakes are frozen for much of the winter.

The third lewel consists almost entively of a large, light-filled
space that can acoommodate 150 rowing machings—enough for the
entire program. “In the old building, we could fitonly about 10 ergome-
ters,” says Clark. “Here, everyone can work out together, which is great,
not just for training, but for team spirit.” Sliding glass panels allow the
space to be subdivided in three, according to the training needs of the
crews [men's, women's, and light-weight women's); a north-tacing terrace
provides breathtaking views ot Mendota, and in good weather, alfresco
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The new rowing center,
et on the site of its
predeces sor, frames
tight vistas to Lake
Mendota [left). Above
an aus bere base of
concrete surmounbed
by Emesione. the
architects created 3
aail-fike silbouette

in metal jopposite].

Of fu et tingr esch moni-
tor in plan encowages
a play of light. Land-
Side entry is on the
second floor, above
the boat-storage level,
and beneath the dagy-
lighted. workout noom
{plans, oppositel &
top-level terrace opens
o the lake fhotbom].
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waorkout space. Saw-toothed monitors with operable windowsbring light
into the middle of the mwom; they also enhance ventilation in the un-
air-conditioned space, which becomes a true athlete’s “hot box” when
those ergometers are all whirring.

The design principals, Vincent James and Jennifer Yoos of
WIAMN, are especially pleased that the university was receptive to a con-
temparary-style boathouse. (One of the firm's earlier projects was the

A CONTEMPORARY FORM USING

TRADITIONAL MATERIALS WON OVER
AESTHETIC SKEPTICS.

Modernist Minneapolis Rowing Club Boathouse, on the hanks of the
Mississippi. | James remembers a sentiment q.‘.'irJ].rq:m to mimic adjacent
structures—mastly four-story dormitories built in the *30s, with stone
walls and red-tiled, hipped roofs with deep eawes. James convinced the
client that this particular idiom, given bath the tight site (exactly where
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Transluc et doors day -
light boat-s torage and
repair bays on the
ground Floor | opposite,
top]. The top floor, now
filled with ergometers
inot shown in these
early photos), of fers a
wor kout area that faces
views of Lake Mendota
ottom). South-facing
windows are inset {top).
Sideli ghting is bal-
anced by toplight from
clerestories, which vent
heat generated by row-
ers. Operable windows
topposite, bottom ) Sup-
ply Fresh air. To shane
its long horizontal loads
wilh the vault, the win-
dow wall gently cants.

the earlier boathouse had been) and the space needs of the program,
would make the boathouse look like a hloated wersion af a fast-tood
franchise. “We made a model with a hipped and tiled oot he says, “and
becanse we felt the point was important, we even added Burger King sig-
nage.” The three dimensional argument was so convincing, says Alan B.
Fish, Wisconsin's vice chancellor for fadilities and planning, “that it had
us lnoking for the drive-through window!” The hipped roof was history.
The design has drawn praise even from early skeptics. It didn't hurt, Fish
notes, that the anchitects chose materials—poured concrete and lime-
stone for the walls, tern-coated copper for the scooped roofs—that
complement the surrounding masonry architecture and echo the metal
roof of the nearby university observatory. “Those of us who favored the
nontraditional appmach,” says Fish, “were able to argne that the new
boathouse was not trendy, but timeless” And ultimately the building
itselt has proved the strongest argument. “When I saw the proposal, [
thought the design looked cold and austere,” says the women's head
coach, Bebe Bryans “But the building itself is anything but—it's very

warm and welcoming, a fantastic envitonment for both working and
warking out.”

Coach Clark views the new boathouse as crucial not just to
maintaining but improving Wisconsin's record. “Because rowing is an
endurance sport,” he says, “there's a tight correlation between training
time and ultimate performance.” A& lousy tacility can make the strenuous
regimen feel even tougher. Adds Clark, ™[ expect that in the next coupleaf
vears we'll see the advantages of the new place reflected in our results” m

Bources

Extedior stone: Anamaosa limesione
Roofing: Llra-Clad [tenne-coated
anprper | Firestome [ EFEM)

Curtain wall, windows, entrances:
Vistenwa Il

Glass, glaring: lieterpeome; Oblcastle

Calass Wz

Overhead doors: Arm-H-Lie
Epoxy terrazzo: lermazo o Markle
Supply

Lighting: Coafrer

For more information on this project,
g0 to Pojects at
www.arehitecturalrecordcom.
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